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by democratic, nonviolent means, through
the Sikh tradition of ‘‘Shantmai morcha,’’ or
peaceful agitation.

The Indian Embassy has interfered in
American elections, calling for the re-elec-
tion of former Sen. Larry Pressler and at-
tempting to damage the re-election cam-
paign of Sen. Robert Torricelli. A few years
ago, the Indian Embassy was caught giving
illegal campaign donations to members of
Congress through an immigration lawyer
named Lalit Gadhia, who pleaded guilty to
the scheme in federal court.

There are many other Gadhias throughout
this country. Former Indian cabinet min-
ister R.L. Bhatia admitted in a 1995 news
conference that the Indian government is
spending ‘‘large sums of money’’ through the
embassy to influence American politics. But
what is that money defending?

On Sept. 8, militant Hindus attacked the
home of a priest and beat the priest and his
servant. The servant was so severely beaten
that he died of the injuries. On Aug. 25, News
stories reported that militatnt Hindu nation-
alists kidnapped and tortured a priest in Gu-
jarat, then paraded him naked through town.
This attack was part of a wave of terror
against Christians since Christmas 1998.

Incidents have included the murder of
priests, the rape of nuns and the burning to
death of nuns and the burning to death of a
missionary and his two sons in their van by
members of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sang (RSS), the parent organization of the
ruling Bharatiya Janata Party. Schools and
prayer halls have been attacked and de-
stroyed. The individuals who raped the nuns
were described by the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad, a militant organization within the
RSS, as ‘‘patriotic youth.’’ The RSS was
founded in support of fascism.

In March, 35 Sikhs were murdered in the
village of Chithi Singh-pora in Kashmir. Two
extensive independent investigations, one
conducted by the Movement Against State
Repression and the Punjab Human Rights
Organization and another conducted by the
Ludhiana-based International Human Rights
Organization, proved that the Indian govern-
ment was responsible for this massacre.

The Indian government has murdered more
than 250,000 Sikhs since 1984, according to
figures published in Inderjit Singh Jaijee’s
‘‘The Politics of Genocide.’’ India also has
killed more than 200,000 Christians in
Nagaland since 1947, more than 70,000 Kash-
miri Muslims since 1988 and tens of thou-
sands of other minorities. Amnesty Inter-
national reports that thousands of political
prisoners are being held without charge or
trial in ‘‘the world’s largest democracy.’’

India is hostile to the United States. It
votes against America at the United Nations
more often than any country except Cuba.

In May 1999, the Indian Express reported
that Indian Defense Minister George
Fernandes led a meeting with Cuba, China,
Iraq, Serbia, Russia and Libya to construct a
security alliance ‘‘to stop the U.S.’’

India openly supported the Soviet Union’s
invasion of Afghanistan. Its nuclear weapons
test started the nuclear arms race in South
Asia. It refuses to allow the Sikhs,
Kashmiris, Christians and other minority
nations seeking their freedom to decide their
political future in a free and fair vote, the
democratic way.

America must not accept this kind of bru-
tality and tyranny from a government that
claims to be democratic. We must cut off aid
and trade to India and support a free and fair
plebiscite to ensure human rights and self-
determination for Khalistan, Christian
Nagalim, Kashmir and all the minority na-
tions and peoples living under Indian rule.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. FLOYD SPENCE
OF SOUTH CAROLINA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 5, 2000

Mr. SPENCE. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall Nos.
503, 504 and 505, I was not present as I was
unavoidably detained. Had I been present, I
would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on all three.
f

A LETTER TO MY SONS

HON. MARSHALL ‘‘MARK’’ SANFORD
OF SOUTH CAROLINA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 5, 2000

Mr. SANFORD. Mr. Speaker, in the final
days of the 106th Congress and my time here
in the House, I rise today to pass these words
on to my sons.

October 5, 2000.
DEAR MARSHALL, LANDON, BOLTON AND

BLAKE: I wanted to write this letter so that
maybe in twenty years or maybe after I have
died you could look it up and think about
how much your Dad loves you. I write this
letter as much as anything because I feel the
need to pause and praise each of you and to
say how proud I am of you and how much,
again, I love you.

That’s needed because over the last seven
years all you have known is a world tied to
politics. For each of the words I spoke into
the record on the House floor, or in Com-
mittee, I couldn’t expand time and also fill
those minutes and hours with words to each
of you. Each of the days I spent in Wash-
ington were days I couldn’t spend with you.
Each of the evenings I spent at political
events were evenings I couldn’t spend with
you. I apologize for our time apart. Each of
you as young men will one day discover your
calling—why God put you here—and in turn
have to struggle in balancing the different
responsibilities each of you will embrace.

I have felt that my job over these last
seven years was getting to—and being in—
Congress. Since I came here I have tried as
best I could do what I thought was right, but
in all that doing I always thought of each
one of you. Here in Washington I never went
to bed once without saying prayers with
each of you in them.

In the early years it was just Marshall and
Landon, and you guys, as little guys, put in
far more than your share of parades and po-
litical events.

As if yesterday I remember the Hell hole
swamp parade and pulling the wagon with
Marshall and Landon. In the Summerville
parade in the first campaign, to this day I re-
member Marshall’s wild white curls and his
little light blue V-neck sweater. I am amazed
to look at pictures and see how small
Landon was at the start of this process.

I think the last parade with just Marshall
and Landon was at the Loris Bog-off. It was
cool and I remember your mom and I buying
you both swords at a booth alongside the
railroad track afterward. I doubt I was that
big on the swords, but I am sure your mom
well made the point that you earned them,
and in case you don’t remember the spot—
there were men and women in bright blue
clothes dancing to country music on a flat-
bed trailer just to the left.

Marshall, you have always been great help
with your younger brothers, thank you. The
way you have carried yourself also makes me
proud. Do you remember going with then

Governor Beasley and several security men
in a Department of Natural Resources speed-
boat out to a Navy destroyer in Charleston
Harbor? During the commissioning ceremony
it was hot and you were not wild about being
there, but you put up with it and behaved
well. In the same vein do you remember sit-
ting under my chair at the Hwy 61 connector
opening. It was hardly a grand event, but
you found shade and stayed still and quiet
which was no small feat given your age. In
these and many other events like them, you
showed a maturity well beyond your years.
It will carry you far in life.

In the political context of my note, Landon
made me proud most recently at the St. Pat-
ricks day parade in North Myrtle Beach. I
was pulling a wagon along side you while
you walked straight up the yellow line in the
middle of the street. In your young man’s
march you were waving at the several thou-
sand people who lined both sides of the road.
In most waves your arm was held at a forty-
five degree angle and your palm and hand
were straight up as if the tip of a small
spear. The whole thing was not easy for you.
In fact it was incredibly brave. Blake was in
my arms and your two brothers were riding
in the wagon and there you were, a reserved
boy by nature walking up a street sur-
rounded by strangers—waving to both sides.
On the long drive home you started singing
some silly song and next thing you know
three boys are laughing hysterically in the
back of the Suburban. You have the ability
to defuse things with laughter.

Bolton—you are a natural born performer.
Of all the family members you are the most
gifted in surprising people, and not infre-
quently, making them laugh. You were doing
just that winter before last at the Conway
parade when you rode in the wagon and
chose to throw bags of candy—not the
candies! In the same light I remember the
words Mary Crixmas, Mary Crixmas, Happy
Santa Claus. Last winter I was the Grand
Marshall of the Mount Pleasant Christmas
parade. Marshall sat to my left, Landon on
my right, you were on my lap and with out-
stretched arms you yelled these words with
such enthusiasm that half-way through the
parade you couldn’t say another word. John
McCain asks regularly about you and still
talks about your enthusiasm for fishing. I
think you are the only four year old to have
given the President of the United States a
froggy kiss. These days you are into catch-
ing butterflies with your hands, but thank
you for wearing politics as well as you have.

Blake—you haven’t said a whole lot in pa-
rades yet, but you haven’t had to because
with your blonde curls and cute smiles ev-
eryone adores you! You are specific in what
you want thought, you like to be carried—
not to ride on my shoulders like some of
your brothers.

The point in these memories, and a thou-
sand others like them, is that we have been
through some interesting times together.
Your peers have not had to go through what
you have. At your young ages you have been
exposed to a wide range of people and set-
tings—medicade nursing home visits, trips to
the White House, the House that Congress
built with Habitat for Humanity, watching
the sun rise from a boat moored feet from
where the Hunley would rise hours later,
feeding special Olympic kids at the Citadel,
getting up hours earlier than you would have
to go to an event in Myrtle Beach, beach
sweeps, and more. In the end I think you will
be better for having seen a wide swath of life,
but since it involved wear and tear on your
bodies this note is here simply to say thank
you. Thank you for behaving well, and thank
you for putting with it. I am proud of you.
You are each unique young men. I love you
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and look forward to spending more time with
each of you over the years ahead.

Love,
DAD.

P.S. After reading this, one day do an extra
something special for your mom. In my ab-
sence over the last six years she has changed
a lot of diapers and fixed more than her
share of dinners for you.

f

RECOGNIZING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF HERBERT S. BECKER

HON. WILLIAM M. THOMAS
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 5, 2000

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pride that we recognize the accomplishments
of a visionary who is set to retire from service
to the Congress at the end of this year. Her-
bert S. Becker has been the Director of the
Office of Information Technology Services at
the Library of Congress. During his 15 years
of leadership, he helped bring about new pro-
grams in support of the Congress, the Library,
and the nation.

In collaboration with the Congressional Re-
search Service, Mr. Becker created a Capitol-
Hill-wide Legislative Information System for
better and faster access to legislative re-
sources. He oversaw the successful transition
to new technology that made the Library’s on-
line card catalog easier for patrons to use. He
initiated the development and implementation
of new technology to improve archiving at the
Congressional Research Service and the U.S.
Copyright Office. And he helped create a new
financial management system.

But perhaps Mr. Becker’s most significant
accomplishment was his role in the develop-
ment of the popular THOMAS website for pub-
lic access to legislative information. With the
advent of THOMAS, any citizen can access
detailed and recently updated information
about the business of Congress and gain in-
sight into the legislative process.

His vision and the strength of his commit-
ment have clearly facilitated the work of the
people’s representatives. I know I speak for
the entire House when I wish him well in his
future endeavors and thank him for his years
of service to the American people.
f

MISSING JOURNALIST IN THE
UKRAINE

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 5, 2000

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, it
has been almost three weeks since the highly
disturbing disappearance of Heorhii
Gongadze, a journalist known for his articles
exposing corruption in the Ukraine and for
playing a prominent role in defending media
freedoms. Mr. Gongadze, whose visit to the
United States last December included meet-
ings with the Helsinki Commission staff, was
publisher of a new Internet newspaper called
Ukrainska Pravda (meaning Ukrainian Truth),
a publication often critical of senior Ukrainian
officials and their associates. In fact, shortly
before he vanished, Mr. Gongadze had appar-

ently been facing pressure and threats and
had complained that police were harassing
him and his colleagues at Ukrainska Pravda.

Unfortunately, Mr. Gongadze’s disappear-
ance takes place in an increasingly unhealthy
media environment. According to the Com-
mittee to Protect Journalists, his disappear-
ance follows several suspect or inconclusive
investigations into the suspicious deaths of
several Ukrainian journalists over the last few
years and the beatings of two journalists fol-
lowing their articles about official corruption
this year. This disappearance has occurred
within an environment which has made it in-
creasingly difficult for professional journalists
to operate, including harassment by tax police,
criminal libel prosecutions, the denial of ac-
cess to state-controlled newsprint and printing
presses, and phone calls to editors suggesting
that they censure certain stories. Such an at-
mosphere clearly has a chilling effect on press
freedom.

Mr. Speaker, I am encouraged that the
Verkhovna Rada—the Ukraine’s parliament—
has formed a special ad hoc committee to in-
vestigate Mr. Gongadze’s disappearance. I am
also hopeful that the Ukraine’s Ministry of In-
ternal Affairs and other law enforcement agen-
cies will conduct a serious, vigorous investiga-
tion to solve the case of this missing journalist.

As Chairman of the Helsinki Commission
and as someone who has a longstanding in-
terest in the Ukraine, I am deeply disappointed
that the Ukraine’s relatively positive human
rights record has been tarnished by an envi-
ronment not conducive to the development of
a free media. I remain hopeful that the Ukrain-
ian authorities will make every effort to reverse
this situation.

f

HONORING TAIWAN’S NATIONAL
DAY, OCTOBER 10, 2000

HON. JENNIFER DUNN
OF WASHINGTON

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 5, 2000

Ms. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, as President Chen
Shui-bian, Vice President Annette Lu, and the
people of the Republic of China prepare to
celebrate their National Day on October 10,
2000, I wish to extend my sincere congratula-
tions on their progress.

Since its founding 89 years ago, the Repub-
lic of China on Taiwan has attained many re-
markable achievements. Their progress ought
to be recognized by the United States and
emulated by the entire world community. For
instance, Taiwan’s economy is robust. In June
of this year, exports and imports grew nearly
25 percent from the previous year. This
growth is due in large part to Taiwan’s em-
brace of the new economy, specifically infor-
mation and high technologies.

Not only has Taiwan experienced strong
economic growth, but Taiwan is also a democ-
racy in the truest sense of the word. Taiwan
upholds the freedoms we, as Americans, hold
dear, including free elections, free media, and
free expression.

Mr. Speaker, Taiwan is truly a model of suc-
cess for many countries in the world. Taiwan
deserves our congratulations and our support.

GOVERNOR RIDGE HONORS CON-
GRESSMAN WILLIAM GOODLING

HON. BUD SHUSTER
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 5, 2000

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I submit the
following remarks to the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD on behalf of my good friend and
former Member of this body, the current Gov-
ernor of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania,
Tom Ridge, in honor of the outstanding con-
tributions and dedicated service that Con-
gressman BILL GOODLING has provided to the
United States Congress, the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania, and the people of the 19th
Congressional District.

HONORING CONGRESSMAN WILLIAM GOODLING

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: It gives me great
pleasure to join the Pennsylvania delegation
to honor Congressman Bill Goodling for his
outstanding contributions and dedicated
service to the United States Congress, the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the peo-
ple of the 19th Congressional District.

Pennsylvania possesses a rich heritage of
great civic and business leaders who have
made significant contributions to their com-
munities and the Commonwealth as a whole.
Bill’s attention and unwavering devotion to
the needs and best interests of the constitu-
ents and our Commonwealth community
aligns him with those who exemplify the
founding principles of this great nation.

Adequately serving the needs of Pennsyl-
vania citizens, families and communities re-
lies upon the practical knowledge and per-
sonal integrity of those committed to the
highest measures of citizenship. As Chair-
man of the Committee on Education and the
Workforce Bill Goodling has consistently
demonstrated outstanding leadership that
directly reflects his unyielding devotion to
ensuring a better quality of life for Penn-
sylvanians. As a devotee to both family and
community, his tireless efforts have ensured
south central Pennsylvania’s economic sta-
bility and leadership as we enter the 21st
century. It has been my honor to work with
him as both a colleague and as Governor and
I have personally witnessed his consistent
diligence to the highest levels of personal,
professional and civic distinction.

Michele and I extend our best wishes to
Bill for much happiness and fulfillment in
the future.

TOM RIDGE,
Governor, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

f

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF
IDALOU FIREFIGHTER DAVID
BUTLER

HON. LARRY COMBEST
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 5, 2000

Mr. COMBEST. Mr. Speaker, today I re-
member the life of Mr. David Butler, an indi-
vidual who understood the meaning of dedica-
tion and service to his neighbors and his com-
munity. On September 19, Mr. Butler was
doing what he did best—helping people—
when he collapsed and later passed away.

A firefighter with the Idalou, Texas, Volun-
teer Fire Department for 23 years and Assist-
ant Chief for 10 of those, David gave the ulti-
mate gift of life to save that of another. David,
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